
Unlocking the Seven Doors of Evangelisation –

The Mission of the Catechist

Fr Marcus Holden
Episcopal Vicar for Evangelisation and Catechesis







The load, or weight, or burden of my 
neighbour’s glory should be laid 
daily on my back, a load so heavy 
that only humility can carry it, and 
the backs of the proud will be broken. 
It is a serious thing to live in a society 
of possible gods and goddesses, to 
remember that the dullest and most 
uninteresting person you talk to may 
one day be a creature which, if you 
saw it now, you would be strongly 
tempted to worship, or else a horror 
and a corruption such as you now 
meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. 



All day long we are, in some degree, 
helping each other to one or other of 
these destinations. It is in the light of 
these overwhelming possibilities, it is 
with the awe and the circumspection 
proper to them, that we should conduct 
all our dealings with one another, all 
friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. 
There are no ordinary people. You have 
never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, 
cultures, arts, civilization—these are 
mortal, and their life is to ours as the life 
of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we 
joke with, work with, marry, snub, and 
exploit— immortal horrors or 
everlasting splendours.







The door 
Of witness





Modern man listens more 
willingly to witnesses than to 

teachers, and if he does listen 
to teachers, it is because they 

are witnesses.

Pope Paul VI









No one 
who lights a lamp 
conceals it with a 

vessel or sets it 
under a bed. 

Rather, he places 
it on a lampstand, 
so that those who 

enter may see 
the light.

Luke 8:16





The door of 
proclamation







FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS 
ALIVE AND ACTIVE. 

SHARPER THAN ANY 
DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD. 

IT PENETRATES 
EVEN TO DIVIDING 
SOUL AND SPIRIT, 

JOINTS AND MARROW. 
IT JUDGES THE THOUGHTS 

AND ATTITUDES 
OF THE HEART.

Hebrews 4:12











The door 
of truth



Thomas Aquinas
1225-1274



‘but sanctify Christ as Lord 
in your hearts. Always be 
ready to give an 
explanation to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for 
your hope, but do it with 
gentleness and reverence.’
1 Peter 3:15











The door 
of history 
and tradition







Go forth, Christian soul, from this world
in the name of God the almighty Father, 
who created you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the living God, who suffered for you, 
in the name of the Holy Spirit,
who was pour out upon you.
Go forth, faithful Christian!







The door 
of beauty



The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of his hands. Psalm 19:1









The 

importance 

of Art in 

Catechesis







The door 
of worship 
and prayer

















The door of 
relationship
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This does not mean that we are to be perpetually 
solemn. We must play. But our merriment must be of 
that kind (and it is, in fact, the merriest kind) which 
exists between people who have, from the outset, 
taken each other seriously—no flippancy, no 
superiority, no presumption. And our charity must be 
a real and costly love, with deep feeling for the sins in 
spite of which we love the sinner—no mere tolerance 
or indulgence which parodies love as flippancy 
parodies merriment. Next to the Blessed Sacrament 
itself, your neighbour is the holiest object presented 
to your senses. If he is your Christian neighbour he is 
holy in almost the same way, for in him also Christ 
vere latitat—the glorifier and the glorified, Glory 
Himself, is truly hidden.



God has created me to do him some 

definite service.  He has committed some 

work to me which he has not committed 

to another. I have my mission. I may never 

know it in this life, but I shall be told it in 

the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of 

connection between persons. He has not 

created me for naught. I shall do good; I 

shall do his work.
St John Henry Newman, Meditations on Christian Doctrine, 1848
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