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	A life that is good�and �full of meaning���������
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	�
	Persons with disabilities are a growth opportunity for the community.��Disability can create embarrassment because it draws attention to difficulties in welcoming diversity.�It can elicit fear, because it is a reference to everyone’s radical situation of fragility, which is suffering and ultimately death. ��Because they are witnesses to the essential truths of human life, persons with disabilities must be welcomed as a great gift.
	 ��
	It is the task of the local Churches to be open to the reception and ordinary presence of persons with disabilities within programmes of catechesis.��Persons with intellectual disabilities live out their relationship with God in the immediacy of their intuition.��This requires that catechists seek new channels of communication and methods more suitable for fostering the encounter with Jesus.�
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	Persons with disabilities are called to the fulness of sacramental life.��The sacraments are a gift from God.�Pastoral inclusion and involvement in liturgical action is important.��They are not only recipients of catechesis, but participants in evangelisation.��
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	Key Texts:�Directory for Catechesis�Address to participants in the conference “Catechesis and persons with disabilities” 2017�Disability and the way of Jesus: Holistic Healing in the Gospels and the Church, Mckinney-Fox B, 2019�National study of inclusion of people with disabilities in parish life: Georgetown Center for Applied Research in the Apostalote, 2016�Developmental Disabilities and Sacramental Access, Foley E, 1994�Death and Life, McGill A, 1987�

