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• Any outside evidence?
• So long ago?
• So many differences in the texts?
• Did they really intend to tell us 

about historical events?
• Can we trust the authors?
• How do we know they were copied 

correctly and not changed?
• Alternative accounts of the events?
• Other hidden gospels, which 

gospels are the real ones?

Challenges















5th century BC Heroditus – ‘My duty 

is to report all that is said, but I am 

not obliged to believe it all alike.’ 

He who saw it has borne witness—
his testimony is true, and he knows 
that he is telling the truth—that you 

also may believe. John 19:35



For we did not follow cleverly 
devised myths when we made 

known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty.
2 Peter 1:16



For the king himself 
knoweth of these things, 

before whom also I speak 
freely; for I am persuaded 
that none of these things 
are hidden from him, for 

this thing was not done in 
a corner. Acts 26



The Twelve Jewish Apostles



Authorship and Dating of New Testament Books
Book Author Approximate Date 

Written
Matthew Matthew A.D. 50-60
Mark Mark (for Peter) A.D. 60
Luke Luke A.D. 58-60
John John A.D. 85-90
Acts Luke A.D. 61-62
Romans Paul A.D. 56/57 or 58
1 Corinthians Paul Spring A.D. 56
2 Corinthians Paul Autumn A.D. 56
Galatians Paul A.D. 48 or Autumn A.D. 49
Ephesians Paul A.D. 60
Philippians Paul A.D. 61 or Sprint A.D. 62
Colossians Paul A.D. 60 or Autumn A.D. 61



1 Thessalonians Paul A.D. 51
2 Thessalonians Paul A.D. 51
1 Timothy Paul Autumn A.D. 62
2 Timothy Paul Autumn A.D. 67
Titus Paul A.D. 64 or Summer A.D. 66
Philemon Paul A.D. 60 or Autumn A.D. 61
Hebrews Unknown A.D. 64-68
James James (of Jerusalem) A.D. 45-50
1 Peter Peter A.D. 63-67
2 Peter Peter A.D. 63-67
1 John John A.D. 90
2 John John A.D. 90
3 John John A.D. 90
Jude Jude (brother of James) A.D. 60s or 70s
Revelation John A.D. 90s



‘I shall not hesitate also to put into ordered form for you, along 
with the interpretations, everything I learned carefully in the past 
from the elders and noted down carefully, for the truth of which I 
vouch. For unlike most people I took no pleasure in those who 
told many different stories, but only in those who taught the 
truth. Nor did I take pleasure in those who reported their 
memory of someone else’s commandments, but only in those 
who reported their memory of the commandments given by the 
Lord to the faith and proceeding from the Truth itself. And if by 
chance anyone who had been in attendance on the elders 
arrived, I made enquiries about the words of the elders—what 
Andrew or Peter had said, or Philip or Thomas or James or John 
or Matthew or any other of the Lord’s disciples, and whatever 
Aristion and John the Elder, the Lord’s disciples, were saying. For 
I did not think that information from the books would profit me 
as much as information from a living and surviving voice..’
(Papias, c.60-130 AD)



‘Our Saviour's works, moreover, were always 
present: for they were real, consisting of those 
who had been healed of their diseases, those 
who had been raised from the dead; who 
were not only seen whilst they were being 
healed and raised up, but were afterwards 
constantly present. Nor did they remain only 
during the sojourn of the Saviour on earth, but 
also a considerable time after His departure; 
and, indeed, some of them have survived 
even down to our own times.’ 
(Quodratus, early 2nd century)









Author Book Date Written Earliest Copies Time Gap 
(years)

No. of 
copies

Homer Iliad 800 B.C. c. 400 B.C. c. 400 
years

643

Herodotus History 480-425 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,350 8
Thucydides History 460-400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 8
Plato 400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 7
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,000 10
Livy History of 

Rome
59 B.C. – A.D. 
17

4th Cent. (partial)
mostly 10th Cent.

c. 400
c. 1,000

1 partial
19 copies

Tacitus Annais A.D. 100 c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,000 20
Pliny the 
Younger

Natural 
History

A.D. 61-113 c. A.D. 850 c. 750 7

New 
Testament

A.D. 50 -100 c. A.D. 114 (fragment)
c. A.D. 200 (books)
c. A.D. 250 (most of NT)
c. A.D. 325 (complete NT)

+50 
100 
150 
225

5366







St Irenaeus

Polycarp

John

Jesus





For we, brethren, receive both Peter 

and the rest of the apostles as 

Christ Himself. But those writings 

which are falsely inscribed with 

their name, we as experienced 

persons reject, knowing that no 

such writings have been handed 

down to us.

Serapion – Bishop of Antioch 190 A.D.
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